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If course managers ever name the
holes, No. 6 will surely become known
as the Devil’s Den due to an interest-
ing numerical coincidence that occurred
when project administrators were assess-
ing every tree across the property. Each
was numbered for identification purpos-
es. Designer Martin could only shake his
head during our preview round when his
tee shot rolled up behind Tree No. 666,

which rests on the right side of the rough.

“Of course it’s 666!” Martin said with
a laugh as he pitched his ball under the
sprawling tree and toward the green.

The course’s four par 3s display
great variety and are no pushovers.
The two on the front nine measure 183
yards and 170 yards, respectively, from
the black tees. The 223-yard No. 10 is
not only the longest of the bunch; it is
also the toughest when the greenkeep-
er decides to put the flagstick on the
left side of the putting surface behind a
deep bunker (as was the circumstance
during my round). The best option is to
aim for the middle of the green on this
hole and accept a long birdie putt rath-
er than risk a bogey or worse from out
of the hazard.

The course’s final three holes
serve as a reminder of the course’s di-
versity. A short 355-yard dogleg right
par 4 with a huge contoured green
leads to a tough-as-nails 195-yard par 3
with a green protected by bunkers. The
465-yard final hole calls for two precise
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long shots, one from off the tee and the
other from the fairway. The generous
green offers an appealing target for a
3-wood or long hybrid approach shot.

Following two years of construc-
tion, The Preserve at Oak Meadows
opens for a “preview season” in early
August, which will allow limited play to
ensure that young fairways, tees and
greens will fully take root going into late
autumn. Thus, the first full schedule of
tee times will start next April.

“It is important to note that only
I5 percent of the 288-acre proper-
ty is dedicated to the golf course,” said
Martin. “The priority from the start of
this project was to develop this land as
a nature preserve that the community
can enjoy inclusively,” he added. In that
same context, the future clubhouse for
the golf course will also serve as host to
district educational programs and events.
The facility will include meeting rooms, a
pro shop, grill area and locker rooms.

“The long wait is over,” said Ste-
venson. “Just a year ago, most of the
land was stripped bare and hardly re-
sembled a golf course. But everywhere
you look now, you see life in all of its
forms. We're pretty certain that golfers
and joggers and cyclists and hikers are
going to be proud of this preserve for
years and decades into the future.”

For tee times and more information,
visit www.dupagegolf.com or call (630)
595-0071.
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